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Helping Hands – Healing Hearts 
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Collect of the Day 

 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

Leader: Let us pray. 

 

Most high, omnipotent good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce 

gladly the vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed 

Francis, we may for love of you delight in your whole creation with 

perfectness of joy. O God, you have made us and all living things. You 

are even more wonderful than what you have made. We thank you for 

giving us these pets who bring us joy. As you take care of us, so also we 

ask your help that we might take care of those who trust us to look after 

them.  By doing this, we share in your own love for all creation.  We ask 

this in Jesus’ name. Amen 

 

Lesson: The Creation Story (Abbreviated from Genesis 1:1-34) 

 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth 

was a formless void and a great dimness covered the face of the deep, 

while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.  On the first 

day, God created light and darkness.  On the second day, God created 

the sky above and the waters below.  On the third day, God formed the 

land and called it Earth, and gathered the water and called it Sea.  God 

blessed the earth with vegetation and food.  On the fourth day, God 

separated the day from the night, creating the sun, the moon, and the 

stars.  On the fifth day, God brought forth swarms of living creatures in 

the air, in the water, and on the land, and God bid them to be fruitful and 

multiply.  On the sixth day, God created humankind in God’s image, 

giving them dominion over the animals.  God blessed them and bid them 

to be fruitful and multiply.  On the seventh day, God saw that everything 

that God had made was very good and God rested and blessed the 

seventh day and made it sacred. 

 

 



Prayer of St. Francis 
To be said in unison. 

 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, where there is hatred, let 

me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

 

where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where 

there is sadness, joy. 

 

O, God, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 

 

to be understood as to understand; 

to be loved as to love; 

 

for it is in giving that we receive; 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.  Amen 

 

The Gospel 

 

Minister:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Matthew (11:25-30). 

People:  Glory to you Lord Christ. 

 

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, God of heaven and earth, because 

you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have 

revealed them to infants; yes, God, for such was your gracious will.  All 

things have been handed over to me by my Creator; and no one knows 

the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son 

and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal God. ‘Come to me, all 

you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 

rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is 

easy, and my burden is light.’ 



 

Minister:  The Gospel of the Savior.  

People:  Praise to you Lord Christ. 

 

The Prayers 

Leader:  Let us give thanks to God our Creator for all the gifts so 

freely bestowed upon us and for the beauty and wonder of 

your creation, in earth and sky and sea; 

All:  We thank you, Lord. 

 

Leader:  For the richness of the mountains, plains and rivers; 

All:  We thank you, Lord. 

 

Leader:  For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women; 

All:  We thank you, Lord. 

 

Leader:  For all creatures that breathe, and move, and have life; 

All:  We thank you, Lord. 

 

Leader:  For the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers and trees; 

All:  We thank you, Lord. 

 

Leader:  For the trust you have shown in giving into our care these, 

our pets; 

All:  We thank you, Lord. 

 

Leader:  That each pet here may be treasured with care; 

All:  We pray to you, Lord. 

 

Leader:  That we may love and honor all your works, O God; 

All:  We pray to you, Lord. 

 

Leader:  That we may continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of 

your abundant creation;  



All:  To the honor and glory of your name, now and forever, we 

pray to you, Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing of the Animals 

May you be blessed in the Name God, the Creator, Redeemer and of the 

Sustainer.  May you and your animals enjoy life together and find joy with 

the God who created you.  Amen. 

Ministers circulate through the congregation, blessing the animals individually. 

 

Peace 

Minister:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:  And also with you. 

 

Closing Prayer 

Said together. 

Almighty God, our great Creator, yours are the praise, the glory, the honor 

and all Blessings!  To you alone do all things belong.  Be praised for 

giving us the animals, birds and fish which fill your world.  May we think 

of you and thank you when we play with and care for our pets.  Be praised 

for making us so happy to have our pets and to have them to play with.  

We ask you, Lord, that we may be good to our pets always, so that they 

may be happy also.  Help us always to take care of them so that they will 

be healthy.  O God, your world is always to take care of them so that they 

will be healthy.  O God, your world is wonderful.  May we all come into 

your even greater world of the kingdom of the heaven where we shall see 

even more wonderful things and where we shall live and love forever.  

This we ask to your eternal praise, and to our blessings.  Amen.   

 

 

 

 



Blessing 

May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord show his face to you 

and have compassion on you!  May God turn his face to you and give you 

peace!  And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be with you now and always.  Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parish Office hours are 8:00 am through 2:00 pm 

 

Tuesdays through Fridays 

 

214-352-0410 

 

Emergency contact: The Rev. Christopher Blake Thomas 214-352-0410 ext. 6 

(Please leave message with name, call back number, and brief explanation of urgency.  Fr.  

Christopher will receive an urgent message to call back as soon as possible. 

 

 
The Most Rev. Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop 

The Right Rev. G. Wayne Smith, Bishop of Oversight (Missouri Diocese) 

The Right Rev. George R. Sumner, Bishop of Dallas 

The Right Rev. Michael Smith, Assistant Bishop of Dallas 

 

The Rev. Christopher Blake Thomas, Rector     christopher@thedoubter.org 

 

The Rev. Stephen J. Waller, Rector Emeritus    doubtertom@thedoubter.org 

 

Dr. Stephen V. Sprinkle, Theologian-in-Residence    steve@thedoubter.org 

 

Mr. Allen M. Junek, Seminarian-in-Residence    allen@thedoubter.org 

 

Mr. Lee Corbin, Organist Choirmaster     music@thedoubter.org 

 

Mr. David Aston, Assistant Organist     daston1227@aol.com   

 

Ms. Pam Liles, Parish Administrator     pam@thedoubter.org 

 

Ms. Paula McCormack, Comptroller     paula@thedoubter.org 

 

 

 

The Episcopal Church of St. Thomas the Apostle 

 

6525 Inwood Road, Dallas, TX  75209  214-352-0410 

www.thedoubter.org                    www.facebook.com/thedoubter 

 

The 2021 Vestry 

 

Joe DeuPree, Senior Warden 

Michael Legacy, Junior Warden 

 

Andrew Besterman, David Hess, Kathy Carson, Lisa Pearson 

Ruth Woodward, Murray Followill, Randy Hering 

 

Rusty Rippamonti, Chancellor 

Randy Hering, Treasurer 

Paul McCright, Clerk 
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