
 

 
Monthly Vestry Meeting - Minutes 

April 23, 2024 
 

IN ATTENDANCE 

 
Rector 

Father Christopher Thomas 

Ex-Officio Officers  

Joe DeuPree, Treasurer 

Alberto Galué, Clerk 
Rusty Rippamonti, Chancellor 

Vestry Members 

Alyssa Abadinsky 

Rene Aguirre 
Hampton Burwick  

Janet Elsea - Senior Warden 

Daniel Hall – Junior Warden 
Jerry Knight 

Jami Mifflin 

 

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN AND SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

 
• Approval of March Vestry Meeting Minutes. 

• Approval of Resolution for Knight-Flake Restricted Fund 

 

NARRATIVE 
 
I. Call to Order and Opening Prayer Fr. Christopher Thomas 

  
The meeting was convened at 7:02 p.m. by Fr. Christopher Thomas, who led the Vestry in 

reciting the baptismal covenant. It was confirmed that a quorum was present, with the 

absence of John Van Buskirk and John Billingsley noted. 
 

Deacon Jennifer Smith was absent due to an inner ear problem. Her reduced availability at 

St. Thomas was attributed to her recent employment at the Children's Hospital, where she 
has a demanding schedule.  

 

II.  Resource Person for Meeting  Janet Elsea    

 

Resource Person for this meeting was Janet Elsea. 
 

III.  Prior Meeting Minutes Approval  Janet Elsea 

 

The meeting began with a review of the prior meeting minutes. Alyssa Abadinsky moved to 

approve the minutes from the March 19, 2024 meeting, which was seconded by Daniel Hall. 

The motion was unanimously approved by all members present, with no objections raised. 

 

IV.  Finance Committee Joe DeuPree 

 
Joe Deupree reported that pledges were approximately $2,000 under the budgeted 

amount for the period. However, total expenses for the period were approximately $13,000 

under budget. The majority of this reduction, nearly $8,000, stemmed from lower expenses in 
Building and Grounds as well as Utilities. 
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Fr. Christopher noted that the numbers reflected the financial status as of the end of March. 
He observed that quarterly pledge statements were sent out in April. Pledge giving usually 

increases after the giving statements are sent to parishioners.  

 
Joe Dupree, and Rusty Rippamonti, Chancellor, participated in a discussion about the 

Knight/Flake fund. They provided context for newer members of the church, explaining that 

Bud Knight and Chet Flake were long-standing members who generously bequeathed a 
significant portion of Chet’s estate to the church. It was approximately, $130K which 

amounted to 40% of his estate left to the St. Thomas.  The will specified that the funds were 

primarily designated for the organ, sound equipment and the interior garden where they 
are interred.  

 

Joe Dupree had subsequent discussions with the executor of Chet’s will to better 
understand their intentions, and it was conveyed that they would be pleased for the funds 

to be used for any needs of the church. Joe directed the Vestry's attention to page 14 of 

the meeting materials for a proposed resolution to provide clarity and guidelines for use of 
these restricted funds. After reading through the proposed resolution, Joe invited discussion 

and approval of the resolution. It was also confirmed that the remaining balance in the 
Knight/Flake fund is $59,877.82. 

 

Dan Hall expressed his concern about the upkeep of the organ, noting its specialized 
nature and the need for continued funding for maintenance.  

 

Vestry members discussed and acknowledged that circumstances have evolved since Bud 
and Chet's time, particularly with the introduction of additional audiovisual technology. 

They emphasized the importance of clear guidelines for fund utilization. Alyssa inquired 

about the specific rationale behind the resolution, to which it was explained that recent 
purchases, such as an electronic keyboard, had prompted the need for a formal 

authorization process.  

 

Following further discussion, a motion was made by Jerry Knight and seconded by Hampton 

Burwick to unanimously approve the resolution for the Knight/Flake fund. The motion was 

unanimously approved by all members present, with no objections raised. 

 

V.  Mission – Outreach Committee  Janet Elsea 

 

Janet reported a positive response to the blessing bag event, with upcoming events 
scheduled for July 13th and October 12th. It's encouraging to see such active involvement. 

 

Discussion then turned to the Pride Festival at Fair Park on June 1st. The Outreach 
Committee is planning to collaborate with the Cathedral of Hope to utilize a larger space 

at the festival. This would allow for the distribution of blessing bags and provide an 

opportunity for longer interactions with visitors, conveying a message of care and support 
from our parish. Janet recommends QR codes be provided for people to donate money 

toward the blessing bags. 

 
The Juneteenth festival in the Elm Thickett neighborhood west of the church was discussed 

as an important community event. Given the anticipated hot weather in June, it was 

suggested to bring bottles of water to distribute to thirsty attendees. Encouraging 
participants to bring their own water and chairs was proposed. It was noted that 

participation in the parade portion of the festival would be from 9 am to noon. The 
emphasis was placed on being present, interacting with attendees, and listening to their 

perspectives on neighborhood issues. 
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The planning for Flaming Dish and Dessert auction events, along with QR codes for cashless 
transactions, was well received. This approach would provide immediate transactions and 

could be managed by Laura and Lee. However, it was acknowledged that some 

individuals may still prefer cash transactions, so arrangements will be made to 
accommodate both preferences.  

 

VI. Building and Grounds (B&G) Committee Dan Hall                  

 

Dan Hall provided updates on various maintenance issues: 
 

• Roof: Repairs are currently underway, addressing a few identified issues. Additional items 

have been identified for repair, and Ruth has a contractor in mind for the job.  

 

• Men's Bathroom: The bathroom, which experienced plumbing issues last year, is being 
addressed. The repair will require jack hammering the bathroom floor to replace pipes. 

The project will be reviewed, with plans to obtain multiple bids for the work. 

 

• HVAC Units: A couple older units require assessment to determine their status. Plans are 
underway to have an HVAC professional evaluate them. 

 

• Garden Fountain: Following last month's overflow incident, adjustments to the sprinkler 

system have been made, resulting in a return to normal water usage per this month’s 
water bill. 

 

• WiFi Coverage: Concerns were raised about uneven WiFi coverage across the campus. 

Efforts will be made to address gaps in coverage, particularly in areas where reception is 
poor. 

 

• Water Fountain in Parish Hall: Repairs are needed for the water fountain, and 

arrangements are being made with a company to address the issue. Initial attempts by a 
plumber proved insufficient due to the complexity of the problem. 

 

• Repair of Gas Line:  Fr. Christopher provided an update on the gas line situation along 

Inwood and Mockingbird. Atmos will be conducting extensive work, including the 
installation of new piping. While some disruption is expected, precautions will be taken to 

minimize any adverse impact on trees and landscaping. Assurances have been given by 

Atmos regarding the safety of nearby trees and structures. 
 

VII. Guild Liaisons Reports  

 

• Acolytes/Eucharistic Ministers: Jerry Knight reported that he spoke to Michael Legacy, 

who has successfully acquired four additional members of the LEM team. Michael is 

currently working on finding two more crucifers. It was emphasized that it's important to 
start identifying and training an individual for the master of ceremony role that Michael 

currently fills. 

 

• Eucharistic Visitors: John Billingsley (not present) 
 

• Altar Guild: Rene Aguirre noted that the current team serving in this ministry remains 

largely unchanged. The question arose regarding whether the Altar Guild convenes as a 

group, highlighting the importance of regular meetings. It was suggested that leaders of 
the Guild should not bear the sole responsibility for recruiting new members, but the 

Vestry and members of the Guild should actively participate in recruiting. Discussion 

ensued about the sensitive nature of transitioning roles.  
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• Greeters/Ushers: Hampton provided an update on the coordination of ushers for Sunday 
meetings, with him acting as the liaison. It was emphasized that efforts should be 

directed towards uniting these groups into a cohesive ministry approach, perhaps not on 

a monthly basis but at least quarterly. 
 

Hampton Burwick mentioned that the Greeters/Ushers teams have not convened a joint 

meeting before, except for occasional events like weddings and funerals. As a result, 
there may be unanswered questions among members. Tim Chaney serves as the 

coordinator, and Hampton intends to act as a liaison. He emphasized the importance of 

greeters/ushers’ role, citing them as the frontline representatives of the church. Hampton 
expressed a desire to instill a sense of purpose in team members and proposed holding 

quarterly meetings to address questions, training needs, and procedural matters, such as 

collection procedures.  
 

• Kitchen/Social: Jami Mifflin mentioned encountering challenges with email 

communication as some committee members are not responding. Exploring alternative 

methods such as phone calls was suggested, alongside ongoing efforts to recruit more 
volunteers.  

 

• Lectors (Readers): Alyssa Abadinsky reported that Randy Lacy had nothing specific to 

share. They are focusing on providing practice opportunities for individuals to familiarize 
themselves with using the microphone. It was emphasized the importance of gathering 

together for practice sessions. 

 

• Music: Janet Elsea noted that everything is going well with the music program. The music 
for Easter and the wedding received positive feedback and was described as fantastic.  

 

• Legal Matters:  Rusty Rippamonti provided an update on legal matters. Bill Leazer's estate 

is expected to settle soon, with the church slated to receive approximately $140,000 for 
the memorial fund. Additionally, Ginger bequeathed a $5,000 insurance policy to the 

church.  A check for $5,109 has been received that includes interest accruing from her 
passing until receipt. 

 

An estimated $3,000 is expected from Christy Ann McKee’s estate. Cindy Burns is 
currently overseeing the estate settlement process. Although the funeral occurred in 

Washington State, plans are in motion to conduct a Eucharist service and interment of 

ashes in the garden at St. Thomas. 
 

VIII. Rector’s Report  Fr. Christopher Thomas 

 

• “Invite-Welcome-Connect" Vestry/Parish Weekend – May 17-19, 2024 – This weekend 
holds significant importance in the life of the church, demonstrating leadership and 

support from all involved. On Friday night at 6:30, the Parish leadership is invited to Ken 

and Ethan's home, accompanied by spouses and Molly. Saturday's agenda, from 9 am 
to 3 pm in the parish hall, includes a visioning session with lunch provided. On Sunday, 

Molly will be present at both services, and there will be a Flaming Dish and dessert 

auction, with Molly speaking during the luncheon. 
 

• Rector’s Spiritual Retreat – April 29 to May 6 – During this period, Fr. Christopher will be at 

a silence retreat in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  

 

• Ministry Development around Children/Children’s Chapel – Plans are underway to 

enhance children's Christian education formation within our community. Efforts will 
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include establishing a Children's Chapel and engaging key leaders to guide and support 
families. Volunteers are needed, and training sessions will be organized, possibly starting 

in September. The formation committee will convene next month to discuss further 

details. 

 

• Music Ministry Variety Show – June 12 – A variety show is scheduled for Wednesday, June 

12, aimed at fostering community engagement. This initiative draws inspiration from past 
successful events and aims to leverage our space for artistic expression. Future plans may 

include purchasing a portable stage and hosting a series of performances to attract a 

diverse audience. 

 

• Additional Items – Fr. Christopher notes that the Vestry has approved the use of funds 

from Bill Leazers’ estate to replace the green set of vestments.  He estimated 

approximately $5,000 to $6,000 will be needed for this purpose. 

 

• Concerns – An aging congregation prompts reflections on intentional efforts to engage 

younger generations. There's a need to bridge generational gaps and ensure continuity 
in community involvement.  

 

IX. Resource Person for May 21, 2024 Meeting Fr. Christopher Thomas 

 

Hampton Burwick will be the resource person for next meeting. 

 

X.  Compline Fr. Christopher Thomas 

 
During the meeting, Compline was observed to offer a contemplative space for 

participants to conclude their day and find solace in prayer and meditation. 

 

XI. Dismissal Fr. Christopher Thomas 

 
The meeting was closed with prayer at 8:30 p.m. by Fr. Christopher. 

 

APPENDIX 
 

• Vestry Meeting Agenda 

• Vestry Meeting Minutes – March 19, 2024 

• Budget and Finance Committee Report for April, 2024 Vestry Meeting 

• Balance Sheet – March 31st 2024 

• Income Statement – Mar 1st – Mar 31st 2024 

• Special Funds - Mar 1st – Mar 31st 2024 

• Resolution for night-Flake Restricted Fund 

• Mission and Outreach Committee – April 16, 2024 

• Water Usage Report 

• Vestry, Ex-Officio Officers, Clergy & Staff, Endowment Fund Committee 

 

Meeting Minutes prepared by Alberto Galué, Clerk 




































