
 

 
Monthly Vestry Meeting - Minutes 

June 18, 2024 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 
Rector 

Father Christopher Thomas 

 
Ex-Officio Officers  

Joe DeuPree, Treasurer 
Rusty Rippamonti, Chancellor  
(and taking minutes for absent Clerk) 

Vestry Members 
Alyssa Abadinsky 
Rene Aguirre 
John Billingsley  
Janet Elsea - Senior Warden 
Daniel Hall – Junior Warden 
Jerry Knight 
Jami Mifflin 
John Van Buskirk 
 
 

 
SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN AND SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

 
• Approval of Minutes of Prior Vestry Meeting of May 21, 2024 

• Authorization for expenditure of up to $1,000 for Cremation Expenses for Robert K. (Bob) 
Walker 

• Amendment of Cash Management Policy regarding Counting and Depositing Sunday 
Morning Donations 

 
NARRATIVE 
 
I. Call to Order, Opening Prayer and Devotional Discussion Fr. Christopher Thomas 
  

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm by Fr. Christopher Thomas with a prayer. The 
attendees read together the Baptismal Covenant and a brief devotional discussion was 
held regarding which parts of the Sunday service have special meaning to each person.   

 
II.  Resource Person for Meeting  John VanBuskirk    
 
 
III.  Prior Meeting Minutes Approval  Janet Elsea 
 

Upon motion by John VanBuskirk, seconded by Alysa Abadinsky, the Vestry unanimously 
approved the minutes of the May 21, 2024 meeting. 

 
IV.  Finance and Budget Committee Joe DeuPree 
 

The treasurer Joe DeuPree reported that the results of the first 5 months of 2024 have been 
strong.  Income is slightly above budget.  Expenses with the exception of “Parish Life” 
categories are below budget.  The budget loss to date is $6,650. Considerably below the 
forecasted shortfall of $28,030 
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Rusty as Chancellor reported that he had sent out a detailed email (included in the Vestry 
Packet) updating the Vestry on the death of Robert K. (“Bob”) Walker and the status of his 
body and unfortunate situation that his will was never signed and that he now has an 
intestate estate with at least 7 “Heirs at Law.”  Bob had executed a valid “Disposition of 
Remains” document naming Joe DeuPree as a representative authorized to direct 
disposition of his body.  Unfortunately, because he died intestate and the Parish is not a 
beneficiary under a valid will, there are no funds to proceed with cremation of Bob’s body.  
Joe suggested that we might make an appeal to the parish to pay the estimated $1,000 
cost of cremation. Rusty as Chancellor explained that the cost of cremation is a valid 
expense chargeable to the Estate and they when the heirs at law open a probate action 
the Parish as a creditor can file a request for reimbursement of the cremation expenses 
 
Janet Elsea moved that “The Vestry authorizes expenditure of up to $1,000 for cremation 
expenses for Robert K. Walker in view of the fact that Bob was a long-time member in good 
standing of St. Thomas and a longtime contributor of record to St. Thomas and that the 
Chancellor be directed to seek reimbursement of the cremation expenses from Bob’s estate 
at the appropriate time.  The motion was seconded by John VanBuskirk and passed 
unanimously. 
 
It was suggested by the Rector and agreed to by general consensus of the Vestry that 
because the Parish will seek reimbursement of the $1,000 cremation expense that the $1,000 
be charged to an account receivable and then cleared from books when the 
reimbursement is received. 
 
Joe proposed an amendment to the Cash Management Policy regarding counting and 
deposit of funds collected on Sunday mornings.  (see Attachment). A general discussion 
was held regarding the origin of the current Sunday morning counting cash management 
policy and the proposal for revisions, and it was suggested to purchase a drop box to be 
used in the proposed new cash management procedure. Rusty suggested that the 
received checks be stamped “For Deposit Only” on Sunday morning before being placed 
in the drop box as additional impediment to any potential fraudulent endorsement and 
attempt to fraudulent cash such checks.  John VanBuskirk moved, and Jerry Knight 
seconded the Parish Cash Management Procedure be amended as proposed by the 
Finance committee with the addition of a drop box and “For Deposit Only” endorsement of 
checks. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
V.  Mission – Outreach Committee  Janet Elsea 
 

Janette reported that the Elm Thicket Juneteenth event was attended by 14 persons from 
St. Thomas and that St. Thomas provided bottled water to event participants.  Janet 
indicated the pillowcase sewing event will take place on June 22 wherein parishioners 
make special pillowcases for children in Child Protective Services.  The Blessing Bag event 
will take place at Cathedral of Hope on July 13 wherein the attendees make blessing bags 
for homeless persons. 

 
VI. Building and Grounds (B&G) Committee Dan Hall                  
 

Dan reported the storm drains have been cleaned and some pipes are crushed but will be 
repaired.  Roof repairs regarding sealing and caulking will begin when the contractor is 
available.  Dan is looking into repair of the water fountains in the parish hall. The city has 
repaired the water leak upstream of our domestic water meter located on Mockingbird. 

 
VII. Guild Liaisons Reports  
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• Acolytes/Eucharistic Ministers: Jerry Knight reported Michael Legacy still looking for 

additional crucifers 

• Eucharistic Visitors: John Billingsley - No Report 

• Altar Guild: Rene Aguirre - No Report 

• Greeters/Ushers: Hampton Burwick - Absent- No Report 

• Kitchen/Social: Jami Mifflin reported that the nursery has been cleaned. The kitchen will 
have an inventory taken soon. A deep cleaning of Kitchen will need to be scheduled. 

• Lectors (Readers): Alyssa Abadinsky - No report 

• Music: Janet Elsea reported that the Doubter’s Life Wednesday evening event was a 
great success and will be continued. 

 
VIII. Rector’s Report  Fr. Christopher Thomas 
 

• ”Invite-Welcome-Connect” - Hampton Burwick has been added to the committee. 
Hampton has volunteered to work on training the greeters and ushers to incorporate 
Invite-Welcome-Connect. 

• Shelley Turner has volunteered to lead efforts for “Children’s Formation” (formerly known 
as “Sunday School”)  

• September 8 will be kick off for parish programs and Invite-Welcome Connect will be 
embedded it all programs to the extent possible 

• Realm will be used for communication and record keeping of Parish ministries/programs 
and Lee Swift will provide training for Realm. 

• Hampton is leading the Audit Committee 

• The Vestry retreat will be February 2025 and Janet Elsea volunteered to work on details of 
the retreat 

• More Doubter Live events will be scheduled  

• Rector Vacation June 26 – July 11 

 
IX.   Stewardship Committee John VanBuskirk 
 
 In gathering Sunday will be October 20, 2024. The committee is John VanBuskirk, Joe 

DeuPree, Linda VanBuskirk, and Kathy Carstens and possible additional 2 members. The 
committee will meet prior to in-gathering to mail out stewardship letters and meet after in 
gathering to telephone members who have not pledged. 

 
X. Book Club John Billingsley 
 

John reported on the meeting of the group reading the book The Artist’s Way: A Spiritual 
Path to Higher Creativity.  There were a number of persons participating that are not 
members of St. Thomas. 

 
XI. Resource Person for April 16, 2024 Meeting Fr. Christopher Thomas 
 

Alysa Abadinsky 
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XII.  Compline Fr. Christopher Thomas 
 

The meeting was closed with Compline at by Fr. Christopher at 8:40 PM. 
 
APPENDIX 
 

• Vestry Meeting Agenda 

• Vestry Meeting Minutes – May 21, 2024 

• Budget and Finance Committee Report 

• Balance Sheet – May 31, 2024 

• Income Statement – May 1 – May 31, 2024 

• Special Funds Report May 1 – May 31, 2024 

• Chancellor’s Email: Subject - Bob Walker’s Death and Estate 

• Mission and Outreach Committee Report of June 11, 2024 

• Sermon from June 16, 2024 

• Water usage Report – Lee Swift 

• Proposed Plan for Handle Sunday Offerings 

• The Baptismal Covenant 

• Vestry, Ex-Officio Officers, Clergy & Staff, Endowment Fund Committee Listing 

 

Meeting Minutes taken by Russell Rippamonti on behalf of Alberto Galué, Clerk 
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• M Gmail Christopher Thomas <chrl1tophor@th1doubter.org> 

~-----------------------
•mportant: Report to Vestry on Bob Walker's Death and Estate 
1 message 

rusty.rippamontl@gm11l.com <rusty.rfppamonU@gmall.com> Mon, Jun 17, 2024 at 3 14 PM 
To: JOE DEUPREE <jdeupree9S3@gmall.com>, Christopher Thomas <chrlslopher@thedoubter.org>, Janet Page 
<Janetepage@lcloud.com>, Janet Elsea <janelepage@me.com>, Alyssa Montague <alyssa.m.monty@gmail.com>, ii 
Renlcldes '-'• <reneagulrre89@gmall.com>, john bllllngsley <48jrbl@gmall.com>, HAMPTON L BURWICK 
<hburwick@sbcglobal.net>, Dan Hall <dhtexas@gmail.com>, Jerry Knight <jkn1ght58@sbcglobal.net>, Jami Mifflin 
<mgmDllon@sbcglobal.net>, John VanBusklrk <johnc4 7@bc.rr.com> 
Cc: RUTH WOODWARD <ruthkwoodward@aol.com>, Stephen Waller <alculnsman@aol.com>, kcarney@aol.com, Lee Swift 
<leeswlft@thedoubter.org>, Laura Giffin <laura@thedoubter.org>, •ocn. Jennifer Smith• <jennlfer@thedoubter.org>, 
al.galue@gmaU.com 

Robert K (" Bob·) Walker was born 12/21/41 and died on or about 5/25/24 In Dallas County. His body Is located in the 
Dallas County Morgue. 

Please understand that I was a Patent and Trademark attorney for 30 years and not a Will and Estates attorney. My 
comments, conduslons and suggesUons are subject to review and revision by an Estate attorney. 

1. Olspostlon of Remains: Bob Executed a valid Dlspostion of Remains document prepared by attorney John 
VanBusklrk appointing Stephen Toon as first representative with Joe OeuPree as second authorized 
representative. Stephen Toon has withdrawn. Joe and Fr. Christopher are considering claiming the body and 
arranging for cremaUon. Fr. Christopher In his discretion as Rector may conduct a memorial service and have 
Bob's ashes placed In the colurnbarium niche that Bob owns at SL Thomas. The upfront cost of the aemation 
might need to be borne Initially by St. Thomas. St. Thomas can and should file for reimbursement for the 
cremation expenses from Bob's Estate. 

2. Draft Will: A draft will was prepared ror Bob by John VanBusklrk around July 8, 2023. Bob executed the ancillary 
Medical POA. a durable POA and the Disposition of Remains documents In 2023. However, Bob never executed 
the draft will. A copy of the draft will as prepared by John was recently found on Bob Walker's coffee table In 
Bob's home. The will was unsigned and not lniUaled and has some minor mark-up changes in Bob's handwriting. It 
is my initial impression that Bob was trying to revise the draft will and not execute It. Therefore, It Is an 
unexecuted draft will and is not suitable for probate and will not pass title for anything to St. Thomas as 
his Intended beneficiary. 

3. Previous 1972 WIii: I have In my possession an old 1972 properly executed will by Bob. He named 2 
beneficiaries: his mother Dorothy Lee Gilleland (maiden name) Walker and his tanner partner Charles Robert 
Manning. Ruth and Fr. Stephen agree that both beneficiaries are now dead. Therefore that will cannot pass title to 
anything to these deceased named beneficiaries because they died before Bob (Note: The Anti-lapse statue In 
the Estates Code only applies to children/grandchildren of the Testator and siblings or the Testator and does not 
apply to Bob's situation since he had no children or siblings). Even though the will cannot pass UUe to the named 
beneficiaries, I as current custodian of the will must file It of record In Dallas county and will do so in due course. 
The wUI did name an INDEPENDENT executor Charfes Robert Manning. We have not been abfe to detennlne ff 
Manning Is alive. If the named executor Is stlll alive and physically and mentally able to serve as executor, It might 
be useful lo get a probate judge to appoint this person as an Independent executor. If this named executor ls not 
alive and since there is no other valid wm, the probate Judge will have to appoint an "administrator" of the 
judge's choosing or a person recommend by some of the heirs at law. This administrator would be under 
court supervision and the administration of estate fees can e.scalato significantly. 

4. Intestate Estate: Since the draft will was never executed and the beneficiaries or the 1972 will are all deceased, it 
my opinion that it Is likely that Bob will be considered to have died Intestate without a will and his "heirs at 
law" under the statutory probate laws of Texas will receive the net proceeds of his estate. Hence 
determining who these heirs are is worthwhile as a help to them and perhaps possibly to St.. Thomas. It migh'l be 
possible to approach the heirs at law and ask them to consider making a donation of part of the estate to 
SL Thomas since Bob was trying to put In place a wlll leaving his estate lo St .. Thomas. This might be 
wishful thinking especially considering that thereare 7 heirs at law that are his first cousins and chlldren of 
deceased first cousins from both his maternal and paternal family lines. Many of thaso cousins may not 

htlps://mail.google.c:omtmaiVu/0nn,i::el7343c299&vlew=pt&search=aR&pennlhld=lhread-r· 1802140701351618124% 7Crmg-r: 1602140701351618124 1 /4 , 
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know each other. It Is important to understand that tn du.I with this int.estate situation might require 
s10.000 to $20,000 or more In legal fee--s. There are prtMS1ons 11 me Texas probate code to deal w.1h smal 
estates that have very straight foovard "Heirs at Law" by using an • AFddav.t of HeJrSh::>. • Thls rs a 50.tatxln wnere a 
dis1nteres:ed third party has known the oeceased person for a long time and is ab1e to SJgn a notlnzed affr.1avi2 of 
heirshtp statilg facts such as the deceased onJy had 3 ch:tdren and names them in the Affidav.iL etc. My 
grandfather's estate was handled this way However, I doubt sudl provisions are applicable to Bob"s sita!m 
since the heirs are Bob"s firsJ CDUsins and ctwdren of Bob's firs1 CX>US'lnS rfirs1 a,usw; once removed") ibe Yf!!1Y 
sad thing is this matter could ha\'f! had a very dear and smooth outcome rf Bob had executed ms wiD.. However. 
hnj sight is always 20/20. 

5. Determinations of Heirs at Law for the lntestate decedent person Bob Walker. 

Keith Camey with assistance of Ruth \'Voodward and Fr. Stephen cfJd some genealogy research via ancesir)'.D:Xn a.~ 
pubic reaJrds and Keith has prepared the family tree that is attached to this docu,-nent. Per Texas Estates code 
201.001(f). if a person dies without a valid wil and has no children or stings or surviving parents. then~ is the 
descent and dis1ri>ution of the estate: '"The estate is divided Into two moieties. one for the person's pmma] relatives~ 
the other for the person"s maternal reiatives. Therefore, it is possi>Je that the following d be the pen::ernage omeish.¢> 
of vamus iving relatives of Bob walker. Note: Estates code 201.101 might apply and s6gtrt}y .mcdfes the ownerstip 
peramtages on the matemal line. I have also induded the allemate permntages in the beltT# sunmary. A qnaJi5ed 
estates attorney may be able to clarify the exad ownersrup. I do not recommend that fhe Parish become dndly 
involved in the probate of the estate. The Parish has no legal standing to do so because the Parish is not an a1 &aa• 
and there is not a vafid wiD leaving any interest in the estate to St Thomas. Sl Thomas may be a ador regan:fE'lg the 
cremafion fees and have a daim for reimbursement from the estate. 

A. Paternal Line 

Bob's Cather had a brother Jack Kennerth Walker who is dead and had no kids and a sis1er Lhry Louise 
married to Daniel Depmae. It appears that t.lary Louise had 2 sons. Therefore. Bob's fr.it cousin Oanel Benjanm 
Depmore Jr. would inherit 1/2 x 112 =¼of Bob's estate and his brother David Kenneth Depmore would inherit t/21 x: 
112 = 1/a of Bob's estate. Note we have an address for David Oepmore at 1801 Broken Shoe Cove. Ra.md Rod. Texas. 
But cooespondenc:e noted he was moving to San Marcos. 

B. Maternal line 

Bob's mother had a brofher and 2 sisters. The brother Witiam Grayson GilleJand and his wife Doris Alexane1- had 
2 daughters. Bob's cousin Patricia GilleJand McCarty 1/2J x 113 x 'Ii = 1/12 (altama:tivety ½ x Y, = 1/8) md Bob~s 
cousln Barbara Jean Hedlund 112J x 1/3 x 112 = 1/12 (altamatively ½ x Y, = 118) ; Note we have a Christ'na; card d"J 
the address for Pat McCarty at 3801 Greentrails So., Austin Texas 78731 

A first sister M~aret Bell Gilleland married Louis John • Jay9 Hilscher and had one dud John Stephen H!sher 
(Bob's first cousin) who died in 2012 and left 2 chidren Bob's first cousin once removed Josh Hilsber ½ x ½ x 113 = 
1112 (altamatfftty Yax Y, x ½ = 1/16) and Bob's first cousin once mnoved Matt Hilsher ½ x 113 x ¼ = 1112 
{alternatively½ x ¼ x ½ = 1/16); note we h.ava an address for a Cathey Hilsher who is likely married 'to Josh 01 
Matt at 110 Arthur Kennedale, Tex 76060 

A serond sister Bonnie Marie Gffleland married Joseph Wheeler Harris and had one son Bob's 6m cousin 
Michael Glen Harris ½ xJ 113 = 1/6 (almmattvely ½ x Y, = 118). 

Therefore. thin are 7 Ilkety helra (5 first cousins and 2 first cou1ilns once nunoved). 
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6. Total value of Estate: We are not suro what the value of Bob' estate. It appears that his condo may be worth 
$225,000 (after sale expenses) and a $74,00 life Insurance policy. We aro not sure about any bank or savings 
accounts or IRA accounts. Total estate about $300,000 before attorneys fees and costs of 1dmlnl1tratlon. 

7. Recommendations: 

A Proceed with Joe and Fr. Chrispher clalmlng the body and arranging the cremation and having a memorial 
service and placing the ashes In Bob's columbartum niche et SL Thomas. FIie a reimbursement claim with the estate 
when possible for the $900+/- cost of the cremation, 

B. Probate/ Attorney Fees: Because we do not know If the named executor of the 1972 will ls alive (and even If 
he Is alive he likely would be in his 70s or 80s and may not want to serve as an executor of a Intestate estate with at least 
7 heirs) It Is reason able to assume that the probate judge will need to appoint an administrator and there will be a 
dependent (not Independent administration) of the estate. Because It Is likely that Bob's paternal first cousins may not 
know Bob's maternal first cousins and It Is not clear that the maternal cousins and first cousins once removed know each 
other, ttrylng to get all 7 heirs at law to agree on waiving their rights in favor of the SL Thomas or even agreement among 
themselves on what attorney to have represent the estate will be complicated and expensive. An estimate ls at last 
$20,000 and perhaps more will be Involved legal and probate fees. 

C. Possible Course of Action: Attempt to locate addresses for all 7 heirs and send a joint letter on church 
letter head from Fr. Christopher and me as Chancellor to the heirs advising them of Bob's death and that a member of 
the church has a valid DlsposiUon of Remains document that authorizes Bob's wishes for cremation and a memorial 
service and internment in the SL Thomas columbarium and Invite the relatives lo the memorial service. Advise that 
Sl Thomas will lnltlally pay the cost of the cremaUon and will seek reimbursement for costs of the cremation from the 
estate. Advise In the same letter that Bob has a will from 1972 that leaves his estate to his mother and his former 
partner who are both now deceased so that will ls not effective for setUement of his estate. Advise that Bob Indicated 
to a number of persons at SL Thomas that It was his desire to leave his estate to Sl Thomes and that he hired an 
attorney who prepared and provided a draft wlll to Bob leaving his estate to St Thomas. However, Bob died without 
executing the draft will, therefore the named Individuals to whom the letter Is addressed are likely heirs at law for 
Bob's estate and should likely hire an estate attorney to advise them and about setUing Bob's estate. St. Thomas 
would appreciate gifts of any portion of Bob's estate and or monetary gifts from any of Bob's helrs·at law. 

Note: This email ls Intended to set forth the facts for the Vestry and I am open to your thoughts and 
comments and suggestions about how bast to proceed. 

Sincerely, 

Rusty Rlppamontl 

Chancellor 

Virus-free.www.avg.com 
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Mission and Outreach Committee 

June 11, 2024 

Attendees: Virginia Holleman, Steve Toon, Steve Sale, Rene Aguirre, Janet Elsea 

1. 14th Annual Elm Thicket/NorthPark Juneteenth Festival; June 15; parade 
at 10 am 

a. Our presence needed from 9-12 
b. KB Polk Recreation Center, 6801 Roper St 
c. St. Thomas to provide cold bottled water. 

2. Question was raised about to whom our grant money will be given, and 
Steve Sale suggested we again support "Elevate," an organization which 
helps young people aging out of foster care. 

3. Virginia suggested we get ready for school supply drive. We plan to see 
if KB Polk needs our help. 

4. Pillowcase event set for June 22nd 

5. Next Blessing Bag event at Cathedral of Hope July 13 at 10:30 

.7 
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Chrislophcr Thomas 
Sermon for the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, Year B - 6/ 16/24 
l Samuel 15:34 - 16: 13 
Psalm 20 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13], I 4-17 
M.ark 4:26-34 

The Se11ndalous Journey of Gcicc 

"Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like mcJ 
I once was lost, but now am found, 
was blind, but now I secJ" 

- John NtlYlon, 1772 

If ever there were a seed planter's hymn, it must have been "Anuazing Grace," for what could 
possibly get seed up out of the dirt of eanh but the sheer Gmce of something outside o~ beyond, 
me, or we, any of the best that the world might have to offer. Seed-work is hard, and toilsome, and 
backbreaking. 

Clear a field Plow some dut. Dig a hole. Drop some seed. 

Ahl That seedJ TI1e rnir.i.cle of life. Where did it come from? What will it be? Who knows? \Vho 
au::es? It gets to be, it came to me, through Gmcel 

Drop that seed, plant, and water, and wait 

And weed. 

And wait 

And water. 

AndwaiL 

And weed, .and water, and weed, and water. 

And wait 

Stand back. Silly back. Away. God, and Grace, and I are doing something holy, planting. 

Fo,r iris all of those things, grace, that space for holy things to happen, dtat God gives to us so 
freely, so willingly, so awe-fully, whether we expect it, and when we least 

Grace. The Grace that taught my heart to love. The Gmcc so freely given. 

My Grandmother Johny Frank, the one with the queer name, knew seed-planang, for she planted 
the seed of my soul in life, to be whom and what God wanted and would need for me to be. And 

;J 
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so, she steered me early on away &om words Wee "wretch," because she knew that words of 
Judgment like "wretch" npphcd to me would become n weed in her gurdcmng of me, and so this 
hymn wns not n reguhtr part of her wntcnng. 

Grace reverberated through her bones; she knew every "old, old story" but refused to be bound by 
some worn out glory, rather set free by the ancientness, the evl!l'.-flowing, life-giving presence of 
God's Grace. And she would have notlung less for any seed that God had entrusted to her planong 
prowess. 

I find myself wondering for that seed-planter, her hopes, her dreams, her fears, her expectations, for 
wlu.t might come of the seed. For, in truth (because, unfortunately, Grace never releases w from 
the realities of truth), all th.e weeding, all the watering, all the culnvating, all the patience, only serve 
to give the seed-planter some illusion of control. 

The great oxymoron - we are not in contra~ and yet we are; we are not the Creator, and yet we co-
create; we have tlus thing called free will that is always and forever interlaced with "the wotld." 

Could Grace be the social lubrication that allows the gardener's hoc to slip through the gardener's 
hand and yet simultaneously grip it, hold on tight to it, controlling when necessary, releasing when 
needed? 

Samuel ruminates hoeing over and across the ash-heap of Saul's wretched failure of a kingship. 

God's people, the seed of Isra~ beg for a king, in the style of the wocld, mighty in battle and 
greatness and authority, and so, God relents, "if a king is what you want, here is Saul." Oh, he looks 
like the world, and smells like the world, and acts like the world, and for all intents and purposes, 
Saul is the world. Royalty. The seed gets what the seed asks for - the world. 

Every now and then (ok, maybe more than every now and then), the seed, or the seed-planter, or 
maybe even the Creator of all these things, of everything, ,nelamelomai, deeply, remorsefully, "life-
changingly'' regret Tum around. 

There is something in that regret, that turning, that makes the space for Grace, but the regret is not, 
in fact, Grace itself. For God's regret could very well frighten us, beyond existence, as it once did, 
were it not for the ever-blessed gift of the rainbow. The rainbow that says, "I will never again 
destroy every living creature as I have done in the past (and most certainly could do again). As long 
as the earth endures, seed time and harvest, cold and heat, swnmcr and winter, day and night, none 
of these shall cease." Life will go on, because of Grace, the Grace that flies under the banner of a 
rainbow flag. 

It bears remembering that it doesn't feel that way, like life will go on, when you're sitting u1 regret, 
which is a necessary place to sit, stir.ring around, digging tluougb tl1e ash-heap of failure. You know 
what I'm talkmg about. Because you can't sec Grace, feel Grace, know Grace, unless you've cleared 
out the worldly idols and positioned yourself toward Grace. There is simply no space or room for 
Grace within the strictures and the strucrures of "the world." 

And then it's time to get up and move on, for seed will not plant, and water, and weed, and grow, 
and nurture, and stir itself into the fullness of harvest. It simply will not 
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"How long are you going to grieve mTer Saul? I have rejected him from bemg lang over IsrneL" 
''What I have really rejected is YOUR imagination of king!" "G1rd up your loins and let's move on!" 
"This time we're going to try another type of leader, n different kind, the kind that I, God, bavc in 

• d,, mm. 

The last tune we went in search of a king, the long of expectation was royalty, wtth all the attendant 
a:app.ings, and that king turned out to be an abysmal failure, n wretch. What 1f we looked tOW2.rd the 
edges, just over the horizon, to something, or someone beyond our expectation, of what royalty, of 
what leadership, of what "the kingdom;- God's kingdom, might look like? What if we looked to the 
eighth son of Jesse, studiously seed-planting sheep, way out inn far-flung field, somewhere? 

The rainbow flag that is David's lineage should give each and every one of us hope that Grace, 
God's Grace, is alive, and well, and thriving, and flounshingl For David's blood runs thick with 
every margin-bound, margin-borne, immigrant, and adulterer, and prostitute, and carpenter, and 
cciminal you can possibly conjure up, wretches of every single shape and size, maybe even you and 
me! David's family tree has them allJ Can you imagine the family crest? 

Grace, from sinners, from adulterers, from prostitutes, from carpenters, from criminals, from 
imm.igrnnts, from all th.osc poor wretches who do not look, or smell, or touch, or r.aste, or feel, like 
me, Grace, from them? Seriously? 

The kingdom of God is as crazy as someone throwing seed on the ground and going to sleep and 
the next dny having a harvest. 

The kingdom of God is as crazy as the smallest seed on earth bnnging forth the greatest of shrubs, 
creating rui.vcn and shade for all creation. 

The kingdom of God is as crazy as kings becoming wretches and wretches becoming kings. 

The kingdom of God is as crazy as Grace, God's unmitigated, unbounded, undeserve~ unlimited, 
unrelenting, never-ending Grace. 

For after all, I am just one seedling sinner saved by your Grace. 

Amen. 
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PROPOSED PLAN FOR HANDLING SUNDAY OFFERINGS 

Those two Vestry penons assigned for that Sunday should collect those funds 
after the service concludes and together take them to the office where they will 
be placed In an envelope, sealed and signed, and placed In the bottom locked 
drawer of the file cabinet or other designated receptacle, should there be one. 

On Monday, a member of the staff, I.e. the Rector or Administrative Assistant, 
plus a Vestry member or FJnanclal Committee chairperson, shall count and 
record the funds received and make out the appropriate Counting Sheet and 
Bank Deposlt(s). One of those Individuals wlH then take the deposit to the 
appropriate bank and return the receipt to the parish office. 




