
 

 
Monthly Vestry Meeting - Minutes 

July 16, 2024 
 

IN ATTENDANCE 

 
Rector 

Father Christopher Thomas 

Ex-Officio Officers  

Joe DeuPree, Treasurer 

Alberto Galué, Clerk 
Rusty Rippamonti, Chancellor 

Vestry Members 

Alyssa Abadinsky 

John Billingsley  
Hampton Burwick  

Janet Elsea - Senior Warden 

Jami Mifflin 
John Van Buskirk 

 

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN AND SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

 
• Approval of Minutes of Prior Vestry Meeting of June 18, 2024 

 

NARRATIVE 
 
I. Call to Order and Opening Prayer Fr. Christopher Thomas 

  

The meeting commenced promptly at 7:03 PM, led by Fr. Christopher Thomas, who opened 

with a prayer. Following the invocation, Fr. Christopher shared several updates regarding the 
pastoral care ministry and encouraged the community to offer more prayers for those in 

need. 

 
First, Fr. Christopher informed the group about Lee Swift who suffered a heart attack over the 

weekend. Lee is currently at Medical City and his future steps remain uncertain. This news was 

met with concern, and Fr. Christopher emphasized the importance of keeping Lee in their 
thoughts and prayers. 

 

Next, Fr. Christopher spoke about Haskell Newberry who recently underwent shoulder surgery. 
John is now in recovery, and while he remains private about his condition, the community 

was urged to support him in any way possible. 
 

Fr. Christopher also updated everyone on Jerry Knight, who was hospitalized under the initial 

suspicion of needing an appendectomy. Jerry was discharged from the hospital today and 
is now at home recuperating. 

 

Turning to Kenneth Goodwin, Fr. Christopher shared the difficult news that Kenneth has been 
battling terminal cancer and undergoing experimental treatments. Despite these efforts, 

Kenneth's condition has prompted his family to begin making final arrangements. This somber 

update highlighted the need for continued support and prayer for Kenneth and his loved 
ones. 

 

On a more personal note, Alyssa Abadinsky shared the recent passing of her grandmother. 
She reflected on the grief and profound sense of loss, which served as a poignant reminder 
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of the mortality we all face. Fr. Christopher extended his condolences and spoke about the 
journey of life and the importance of community support during such times. 

 

The meeting also addressed the practical matters of the pastoral care ministry. There are 
three upcoming funerals, and the pastoral care team is diligently preparing to provide the 

necessary support. Fr. Christopher noted that the team has been exemplary in their duties, 

offering compassion and care to those in need. 
 

Lastly, the issue of office assistance was discussed. With Lee's uncertain recovery timeline, 

temporary help may be required to ensure the smooth operation of the office. Fr. Christopher 
reassured the group that plans are in place to manage the situation as they await more 

information on Lee's prognosis. 

 
In closing this portion of the meeting, Fr. Christopher encouraged everyone to stay 

connected and continue supporting each other through simple acts of kindness, such as 

making a phone call, sending a card, or visiting someone in need. This portion of the meeting 
concluded with a shared sense of commitment to the community and a renewed focus on 

the power of collective care and prayer. 
 

II.  Resource Person for Meeting  Alyssa Abadinsky  

 

III.  Prior Meeting Minutes Approval  Janet Elsea 

 

Upon a motion by Hampton Burwick, seconded by Alyssa Abadinsky, the Vestry unanimously 

approved the minutes of the June 18, 2024 meeting with no changes suggested. 

 

A new procedure for handling Sunday offering receipts was introduced. Cash and checks 

should be placed in a bag and signed by the designated counter. Envelopes should be used 
to store the money, which should then be sealed and signed before being placed in a drawer 

to ensure a record is kept. Detailed guidance on this procedure will be provided at a later 

time. 
 

There was a discussion about current procedures for handling deposits to minimize potentially 

fraudulent activity. The Vestry discussed having checks stamped with "Deposit Only to Saint 
Thomas Account." There was concern that this measure does not guarantee security or 

safeguards. To mitigate this risk, checks should be locked and signed for, ensuring proper 
endorsement and attention to detail. 

 
IV.  Realm Connect Introduction/Train Session Lee Swift, Administrative Assistant 

 

Lee Swift was unable to attend the meeting due to illness. He was scheduled to provide the 

Vestry with a training session on using Realm for communication. Since he was not present, 

Fr. Christopher recommended rescheduling the training for a later date. 

 

V. Finance Committee Joe DeuPree 

 

Joe DeuPree reported that the financials are looking very good at the halfway point of the 

year. Year-to-date income revenue is slightly above budget, approximately $2,400 more than 
anticipated. Overall, the financial situation is strong. However, there was an overspend on 

building and grounds maintenance, with a budget of $7,500 but actual spending of $10,000. 

This overspend may be associated with safety and fire alarms, with further details still pending. 
Outreach and social media expenses have been three times higher than budgeted for the 

year. While the church is meeting milestones for outreach work and various initiatives, there 

may be a need to allocate additional funds for advertising. Despite the higher expenses, the 
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total outreach spending remains within the overall budget. Joe DeuPree asked the Vestry if 
there were any questions, and there were none. 

 

Rusty Rippamonti reported that a check for $147,000 was received from the Bill Leazer estate. 
This is in addition to the $12,000 received from an IRA owned by Bill Leazer, bringing the total 

received from the Leazer estate to $159,000. To refresh the Vestry, the church also received 

$5,000 from Ginger Reeder’s insurance policy and $3,000 from Christianne McKee’s estate. 
The parish has received several generous legacy gifts, which is wonderful and should be 

publicized to the congregation. 

 
The Finance Committee should discuss a legacy leaving strategy, including how to educate 

people about the process, track it, and promote it effectively. There could be a push to 

encourage participation, potentially through a special donor society or similar initiative, 
offering recognition and rewards for contributors. 

 

The Vestry wants to remind the parish about making pledges or donations via stocks. Shelley 
Turner and Rusty Rippamonti could prepare a brief presentation on this, as it has been done 

before. Another couple in the parish recently made a gift via stocks, demonstrating that it is 
a viable option for donations. 

 

There is a final financial committee issue to consider: how to manage the memorial fund and 
its investments. The Vestry should explore ways to optimize investments rather than leaving it 

idle. 

 
Regarding Bob Walker’s passing, the parish has done its best to advise his relatives. There was 

a delay with the cremation due to a missing death certificate. Joe DeuPree received an 

email from the crematory indicating the death certificate has been received. 
 

VI.  Mission – Outreach Committee  Janet Elsea 

 

• School Supply Drive: Supplies will be delivered on August 5th at 1:30 PM. If anyone has a 
truck available in August, they are encouraged to assist. The blessing of the supplies will 

take place on Sunday, August 4th. The list of supplies should be included in the newsletter 

this week. If there is no newsletter due to Lee Swift’s absence, an announcement will be 

made. 

• Auction Funds: A question was raised about whether the funds raised in the last dessert 

auction were utilized. The $1,400 raised is targeted for school supplies and uniforms. 

Stephen Toon is currently exploring where the need is greatest. 

• Grant: Grants will be given to "Dallas Responds" at Oaklawn United Methodist Church and 
to the Episcopal Diocese of West Texas Refugee and Migrant Ministries. These grants will 

support a migrant center that transports people from the border to San Antonio, provides 

English lessons, and helps with housing. The grants should be sent as soon as possible, given 

the uncertain future of the migrant situation. 

• Additionally, it is important to confirm whether North Dallas Share Ministry is receiving 

payment this year, as these payments are sometimes overlooked. This should be checked 

with Lee Swift upon his return. 

• Blessing Bags:  There were 15 people from St. Thomas involved in preparing blessing bags 

at Cathedral of Hope. 

• Angel Tree:  Steve Toon will continue to manage the Angel Tree program this year. He does 

a good job, and it is essential to plan this in advance. Confirmation was given that 

everyone is agreeable to this plan. 
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VII. Building and Grounds (B&G) Committee Dan Hall                  

 
Dan Hall was not present due to illness. Joe DeuPree reported the replacement of the air 

conditioning unit for the south room, the office, and the sacristy. Joe and another individual 

had a brief conversation with Dan about arranging a meeting with the air conditioning 
professionals, including Ruthie and Fr. Christopher, who have handled the organization’s air 

conditioning and heating needs in the past. 

 
Three bids are required for the new unit. The church plans to send out requests for these bids. 

There may be opportunities to negotiate and reduce them further. The HVAC maintenance 

company currently used by the Parish is under consideration has a strong reputation and is 
the largest air and heating contractor in Dallas, known for their expertise. 

 

VIII. Guild Liaisons Reports  

 

• Acolytes/Eucharistic Ministers: Jerry Knight – Not present 

• Eucharistic Visitors: John Billingsley – Does not have anything to report 

• Altar Guild: Rene Aguirre – Not present 

• Greeters/Ushers: Hampton Burwick – The guild met on Monday, the 8th.  Linda sent out an 

email for a meeting on August 4th during coffee hour to continue the Invite-Welcome-

Connect (IWC) work. They will discuss ideas, their vision for the future, and their plans.  

Hampton’s plan includes meeting with all current participants to discuss how to proceed 

and determine who will continue. Given the small size of the congregation and the 
potential for overlapping roles, there may be opportunities for individuals to take on 

multiple roles, such as both reading and ushering. 

• Kitchen/Social: Jami Mifflin – The kitchen requires a deep cleaning, including going 

through the closets in the parish hall. The guild members are encouraged to continue their 

efforts and ensure the kitchen is cleaned thoroughly before the next major event. 

• Lectors (Readers): Alyssa Abadinsky – Planning to meet after the service 

• Music: Janet Elsea – Does not have anything to report. 

 

IX. Rector’s Report  Fr. Christopher Thomas 

 

• Update on IWC Ministry Work:  Fr. Christopher extended his gratitude to Hampton for 

providing an update on the IWC Ministry.  

• Formation Group:  The Fall Formation Committee will address the challenges posed by the 

current global situation and explore what Anglicanism has to say about these issues. The 
group will discuss how the Eucharist offers guidance and strength in navigating these 

challenges. 

• Planning Committee for Vestry Retreat 2025:  Details regarding the planning for the Vestry 

Retreat in 2025 were briefly reviewed. Further updates will be provided as planning 

progresses. 

• Update on Audit & Stewardship:  The Audit Committee is scheduled to meet this Saturday. 

Laura Giffin will assist with electronic records, eliminating the need to retrieve physical 

documents and thereby expediting the audit process. 

The Stewardship Committee is finalizing plans for the upcoming campaign. They will 

determine the number of cards and letters required. The committee is currently ahead of 



St. Thomas The Apostle – Vestry Meeting of the Parish - Minutes – 7/16/2024 Page 5 of 5

  

schedule and will meet in early September to finalize the mailing, which will be sent out in 

the subsequent weeks. The theme under consideration for this campaign is "Walk in Love." 

• Fall Kick-off (September 8):  Special Planning Special planning for the Fall Kick-off event, 

scheduled for September 8, was discussed. Further details will be provided as the event 

approaches. 

• Bishop’s election:  Members who have not yet completed the diocesan survey regarding 
the bishop's election are encouraged to do so. Transparent completion of the survey is 

vital to ensure fairness in the election. 

It has been reported a Diocesan Committee has identified four candidates through a 
comprehensive process, including interviews and presentations. The election at the 

Diocesan Convention will involve both clergy and lay delegates, representing their 

respective congregations. It is important to recognize that this process is a collective effort 

rather than a decision made by a few individuals. 

The current bishop remains actively involved in the process, adding a notable dimension 

to the selection process. 
 

X. Resource Person for August 20, 2024 Meeting Fr. Christopher Thomas 

 

Jami Mifflin 

 

XI.  Compline & Dismissal Fr. Christopher Thomas 

 

The meeting was closed with Compline by Fr. Christopher at 8:18 PM. 

 

APPENDIX 
 

• Vestry Meeting Agenda 

• Vestry Meeting Minutes – June 18, 2024 

• Realm Connect  

• Balance Sheet – June 30th, 2024 

• Income Statement – June 1st – June 30th, 2024 

• June 30th, 2024 Letter – Re:  Death of Robert K. (“Bob”) Walker, Pending Memorial Service 
and Possible “Heirs at Law” to his Bob’s Estate 

• Mission and Outreach Committee – July 9, 2024 

• Audit of the 2023 Discretionary Fund of Episcopal Church of St. Thomas the Apostle 

• Mission and Outreach Committee – July 19, 2024 

• The Baptismal Covenant 

• Vestry, Ex-Officio Officers, Clergy & Staff, Endowment Fund Committee 

Meeting Minutes prepared by Alberto Galué, Clerk 





































Mission and Outreach Committee 

July 9, 2024 

Attendees: Virginia Holleman, Stephen Toon, Alyssa Abadinsky, Janet Elsea 

1. School Supplies for KB Polk Center for Academically Talented and Gifted 
and other students in the Elm Thicket/NorthPark neighborhood will be 
handed out at the KB Polk Recreation Center from 3:00 to 6:00 pm on 
August 9th • Volunteers to assist would be welcome. Also, volunteers to 
help stuff backpacks in the days leading up to the 9th are needed as well. 

2. The committee voted to donate the approximately $1400 raised at our 
recent dessert auction to either the KB Polk Rec Center or to the school 
to assist them with school supply or school uniform needs. Stephen 
Toon is researching where the need is greatest. 

3. The committee voted to award our grants this year as soon as possible 
to: 

a. Oak Lawn UMC's "Dallas Responds," their migrant welcoming 
center ministry 

b. The Episcopal Diocese of West Texas Refugee and Migrant 
Ministries 

c. Elevate Dallas, center for uplifting urban youth 
d. Gateway of Grace, center for embracing and empowering refugee 

families in Dallas. 

4. The Blessing Bag event at Cathedral of Hope on July 13 had fifteen 
volunteers representing The Episcopal Church of St. Thomas the 
Apostle! 




