
The Episcopal Church of St Thomas the Apostle

Monthly Vestry Meeting - Minutes

May 20, 2025

IN ATTENDANCЕ

Rector

Father Christopher Thomas

Clergy, Staff/Guest

Vestry Members
John Billingsley
Hampton Burwick
Janet Elsea - Senior Warden

Daniel Hall - Junior Warden

Jami Mifflin

Ex-Officio Officers

Joe DeuPree, Treasurer

Bob Stutz, Clerk

Rusty Rippamonti, Chancellor

Steve Sale

Jack Sartin

John Van Buskirk

Parishioners

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN AND SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

April Vestry Minutes were approved

Financial Report

Mission Outreach

Building & Grounds

Media Relations Policy

Guild Liaisons Reports

Rector's Report

NARRATIVE

1. Call to Order and Opening Prayer Fr. Christopher Thomas

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Fr. Christopher Thomas, and the meeting

began with an opening prayer led by Fr. Christopher.

II. Resource Person for Meeting

III. Prior Meeting Minutes Approval

Jami Mifflin

Janet Elsea

The meeting continued with a review of the previous month's minutes. Steve Sale moved,
and Dan Hall seconded, a motion for approval of the April 15, 2025 meeting minutes as
corrected. The minutes were approved by a unanimous vote.

IV. Finance Committee Joe DeuPree



Discussion of Pledged Income for the four-month period was below budgeted by 15% but

Non-Pledged Donations were higher than expected for a net revenue shortfall of 9.5%

Expenses for the four-month period were 11.3% less than budgeted although maintenance
of the buildings and grounds were higher than expected but still lower than budgeted.

2025 Pledge Giving Detail Year-To-Date Chart was presented. The highlighted Pledges are

not expected to give in 2026 due to individual who have moved away or passed away. The
reduction in pledges must be address for the future of St. Thomas.

Several financial considerations were discussed including: a Capital Campaign that benefits

operating expenses; a Memorial Book for St Thomas members who have passed which would

be on view to parishioners to view and sign with a Memorial Pledge. Another consideration

is to increase the number of members at St. Thomas; and ways were discussed to encourage

visitors to return and eventually join the church.... Such as clear ways to identify Greeters such

as with an apron, name badge lanyards for members and visitors, and Sign In Pads for the

pews.

V. Mission - Outreach Committee Janet Elsea

Grant disbursements were made. Blessing Bags will be made after the July 19th service in the

Parish Hall. Individuals are encouraged to visit the website EqualityTexas.org to sign up for
their newsletter and legislative updates.

Suggestion was made the 75th Anniversary Committee to consider a possible Anniversary
Dinner at Café Momentum (the café has a wonderful menu and align perfectly with what

our parish is about). If enough people signed up for the dinner, they would shut down the
restaurant for St Thomas use that evening.

Steve Sale would like us to be on the look out for next year grant requests from Cubie Ward

and his ministry in the Honduras.

June 1st a representative from the Irving Archives & Museum will address the congregation
about Badge of Pride: From Silence to Celebration! (the LGBTQ exhibit running from June -

September).

Jack Sartin suggested St Thomas try to find old photographs for the church archives.

VI. Building and Grounds (B&G) Committee Dan Hall

Scheduling dates to meet with roofers. Atmos work in the area had damaged the St Thomas

sprinkler system resulting in increases in the water bill (March water bill was $520 and the April
bill was $828). The sprinkler system is turned off until the Atmos construction is completed. We
want the system to be inspected before the holes dug are filled in.

The Episcopal Safety Program - Risk Management Report was presented. This assessment is
done every three years.
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VII. Guild Liaisons Reports

• Acolytes/Eucharistic Ministers (John Van Buskirk) - training was conducted before Easter

•

Eucharistic Visitors (John Billingsley)

Altar Guild (Rene Aguirre) - The Altar linens have become stained, discolored and frayed.

Rene suggested St Thomas may have a $150 credit with the cleaning company and

perhaps that can be applied to the purchase of new linens.

Greeters/Ushers (Hampton Burwick) - Gearing up for the June 7th and June 8th activities...
as many Greeters are needed as possible .... All hands on deck!

Kitchen/Social: (Jami Mifflin) - Linda taking over Game Night, Book Club and Essay Night.
Continued discussion of an Ice Cream Social

Lectors (Readers) (Jack Sartin) - 3-4 new readers

Music (Dan Hall) - Interview/audition May 21st with a Music Director finalist. Consideration

of collecting a 'purse' for Ellen when she finishes as Substitute Organist.

VIII. Rector's Report Fr. Christopher Thomas

Marketing Materials have been created and distributed for the 75th Anniversary weekend
of June 7 and 8 2025 Pentecost Weekend with workshops and panel discussion let by

George Mason and on Sunday guest speaker Dr. Scott MacDougall with Gospel Music

performance by Marvin Matthews.

There will be a food truck in the North Parking Lot with lunch meals for purchase at the

June 7th workshops and panel discussion. It is anticipated 100 people will be in attendance

and there will be two security guards on duty for the event. There will be equipment
checks for the event including live streaming.

Following the 10:30 service on June 8, 2025 there will be the "Flaming Dish" Luncheon.

The Media Relations Policy was presented by Rusty Rippamonti. To avoid any
miscommunications, all inquires should be referred to the Chancellor, Rector or Senior

Warden (in that order). It was moved by Hampton Burwick to accept the policy and
seconded by Janet Elsea. The motion passed unanimously.

The Green Set of Vestments were purchased under the budgeted amount. White Set of
Vestments are need. Scott & Glenn who were recently married at St Thomas are donating
$3,000 towards the purchase, so their donation and the remaining amount allocated for

the Green Vestments should cover the cost of the White Vestments. Jack Sartin moved

official congratulation be offered to Scott & Glenn on their marriage. The motion was
Seconded by Janet Elsea and the motion passed unanimously.

Fr. Christopher Thomas will be on holiday the last two weeks of June.

Discussion on creating/updating building procedures for opening and closing the parish
buildings.

A curriculum is being developed by St Thomas to provide assistance to undocumented
individuals who are detained by ICE.
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IX. Resource Person for the June 17, 2025 Meeting

X. Compline & Dismissal

The meeting was closed with Compline by Fr. Christopher at 8:45 PM.

APPENDIX

Vestry Meeting Agenda

Vestry Meeting Minutes - May 20, 2025

Balance Sheet - April 30, 2025

Income Statement - April 1 - April 30, 2025

St. Thomas 2025 Pledge Giving Details Year-to-Date

Media Relations Policy

Episcopal Safety Program - Risk Management Report

Hampton Burwick

Fr. Christopher Thomas

Vestry, Ex-Officio Officers, Clergy & Staff, Endowment Fund Committee

Meeting Minutes prepared by Bob Stutz, Clerk
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF

ST. ТHOMAS THE APOSTLE

75 years of wekcoming all

Vestry Meeting Agenda
May 20, 2025
South Room

7:00 pm

"Through the intentional modeling of the baptismal covenant, the Vestry provides a foundation of leadership that promotes the
active, vibrant, and transformational ministry of all."

Purpose Statement of the 2025 Vestry

The Rev. Christopher Thomas, RectorI) Call to Order/Opening Prayer

II) Resource Person for Meeting

III) Prior Meeting Minutes Approval

IV) Finance Committee - (10 min)

V) Mission - Outreach Committee - (10 min)

VI) B&G Committee - (10 min)

VII) Guild Liaisons Reports (10 min)
a) Acolytes/Eucharistic Ministers: John VanBuskirk
b) Eucharistic Visitors: John Billingsley
c) Altar Guild: Rene Aguirre

d) Greeters/Ushers: Hampton Burwick

e) Kitchen/Social: Jami Mifflin

f) Lectors (Readers): Jack Sartin

g) Music: Dan Hall

VIII) Rector's Report (30 min)

Rene Aguirre

Janet Elsea, Senior Warden

Joe DeuPree, Treasurer

Senior Warden

Dan Hall, Junior Warden

The Rector

a) Visitor Integration Program

b) A/V Production Review

c) 75th Anniversary Celebration Event

d) Other items

IX) Resource Person for June 17, 2025 Meeting TBD

X) Compline The Rector

XI) Dismissal The Rector
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