ﬁ, The Episcopal Church of St Thomas the Apostle

March 17, 2026

IN ATTENDANCE

Rector Vestry Members
Father Christopher Thomas Joe DeuPree - Senior Warden
Steve Sale — Junior Warden
Clergy, Staff/Guest Tom Files
Jami Mifflin
Jack Sartin
Ex-Officio Officers Shelly Tumer
Jerry Knight, Treasurer Hampton Burwick
Rusty Rippamonti, Chancellor John Billingsley

Bob Stutz, Clerk
Parishioners
Amy Dunivan Raines
Alan Raines
Alice Raines

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN AND SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

e Spiritual Reflection

e Approval of February 17, 2026 Minutes
e Finance Committee Report

¢ Mission - Outreach Committee Report
e Building & Grounds Report

e Rector's Report

NARRATIVE

.  Callto Order and Opening Prayer Fr. Christopher Thomas

The meeting was called to order at 6:52 PM by Fr. Christopher Thomas, and the meeting
began with an opening prayer led by Fr. Christopher.

Il. Resource Person for Meeting Jami Mifflin
lll. Spiritual Reflection Amy Dunivan Raines
Reflection on “Close Enough to Care" Qutline of Core Idea, Why This Matters, The Mission,

Faith Connection, Who We Are and Meditative Reflection Questions concluding with a
prayer.



Iv.

VIl

Prior Meeting Minutes Approval

The meeting continued with a review of the previous month's minutes. It was suggested in
future minutes to list members not present. Steve Sale moved, and Jack Sartin seconded the
motion for approval of the February 17, 2026 meeting minutes. The minutes were approved
by a unanimous vote.

Finance Committee Jerry Knight, Treasurer

a) The Financial Statements for the month ending February 28, 2026 were presented
including a Financial Summary Report. In a discussion of the expenses, it was moved by
Hampton Burwick and seconded by Steve Sale that the cost of the church sign
refurbishment should come from the capital improvement fund. The motion passed
unanimously.

b) Audit Committee Formation. Tom Files will chair the Audit Committee and work will begin
after Easter.

c) Attendance Reports was presented and is attached. The individuals with only first names
listed had temporary name badges but did not sigh the Red Book. It was also suggested
the report include those who have affiliated with St Thomas in the last period.

Mission - Outreach Commiittee Shelly Turner

This Lent “Don’t Give UP - Just Give" campaign has been successful, with two more weeks
remaining. Blessing Bags with the Cathedral of Hope will take place Saturday March 21st at
10:30 am. Lee Swift suggested and created door hangers to announce the Holy Week
Schedule to be distributed at neighborhood homes Saturday March 21st. Other upcoming
events are the Pentecost social with dessert auction; and a plan to collect school supplies.

IX. Building & Grounds Steve Sale, Junior Warden

The water use report is found in the agenda. Water costs are down about $500 from the prior
month. Last month a tree collapsed on the Parish Hall and cost $1400 to remove (under the
$1500 threshold that requires Vestry approval). It is estimated to cost $11,020 for necessary
tree imming. The last free fimming was three years ago but the work can be preformed in
segments. Steve is working on getting estimates to clean the windows and gutters. The
estimate to replace both water fountains in the Parish Hall is $2,253. It was moved by
Hampton Burwick and seconded by Tom Files to use Capital Improvement funds to cover the
cost. The motion passed unanimously. The parking log striping is on the agenda as well as
concrete repairs outside the Parish Hall. The B&G Committee consists of Steve Sales, Jami
Mifflin, John Billingsley and Harmon Duke.

Guild Liaisons Reporis

¢ Acolytes/Eucharistic Ministers (Steve Sale) Full
+ Eucharistic Visitors {John Billingsley) Reached out to individuals and waiting for responses.
e Altar Guild (Joe DeuPree) Two new individuals interested.

o Greeters/Ushers (Hampton Burwick) There was dissuasion regarding the “Welcome
Ambassador Table" and how well itis working in greeting and capturing visitor information.
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¢ Kitchen/Socidal: (Jami Mifflin) Planning the Chile CookOff for Wednesday April 29 at 630 in
the Parish Hall.

¢ Lectors (Readers) (Jack Sartin) Have Readers through the end of April.

¢ Music (Joe DeuPree) Palm Sunday will be the debut of the new organ with a recital in the
afternoon at 1:00.

It was suggested each ministry/guild have a display table on rotating Sundays to promote
those ministries to the congregation.

Xl. Rector's Report Fr. Christopher Thomas

a) Rene Aguirre resigned from the Vestry.
b) Holy Week schedule was discussed including the Stations of the Cross and service

schedule.
XIl. Resource Person for April 21, 2026 Meeting Shelly Turner
Xli. Compline & Dismissal Fr. Christopher Thomas

The meeting was closed with Compline by Fr. Christopher at 9:15 pm.

APPENDIX

o Vesiry Meeting Minutes — March 15, 2026

¢ Spiritual Reflection outline

e Balance Sheet - February 28, 2026

¢ Income Statement - February 1 — February 28, 20206
e February 2026 Attendance Report

¢ The Baptismal Covenant

Meeting Minutes prepared by Bob Stutz, Clerk
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Close Enough to Care

Core Idea
When the way we see people changes, the way we care for them changes.

The work of this talk is simple but profound: Making the intangible tangible
—bringing visibility, humanity, and dignity to what has become unseen, normalized, or
reduced to categories.

Why This Matters
Human suffering does not fit into one category
So care cannot stay in one category either.

A Key Insight from Science
Neuroscience shows: The brain is shaped by repeated experience (neuroplasticity)
Empathy is not fixed—it develops through encounter
The more we encounter others’ lived realities:
the more we understand
the more we care
the more our brain is formed for compassion

Proximity doesn't just inspire compassion— it builds our capacity for it.
The Mission, Clarified: “Bringing you close enough to care.”

This is not just a value—it is a process:
Distance — abstraction — indifference
Proximity — encounter — empathy — action

Proximity is not just morally significant. It is neurologically formative.

Faith Connection
This pattern is reflected in: The Good Samaritan, The Incarnation
God comes close enough to care.

Who We Are
Every person is created in the image of God
Every encounter holds spiritual significance

When we truly see another person, we encounter someone who bears the imprint of the
Creator.

The Deeper Truth
We are made for: Empathy — Encounter — Transformation through relationship

Distance allows indifference.
Proximity awakens empathy.



God comes close enough to care.
And in His image, we are created to do the same.
Meditative Reflection Questions

1. Where in my own life have | seen something “intangible” become real—where
understanding a person’s story changed the way | saw or cared?

2. Who might God be inviting me to come closer to—someone whose experience |
do not yet fully see or understand?

3. What realities in our community might | be unintentionally overlooking because
they have become familiar, normalized, or distant?

4. When have | experienced someone truly seeing me—not as a role or
responsibility, but as a whole person? What made that possible?

5. If God comes close enough to care, what might it look like for me to reflect that
same posture—in my leadership, my relationships, and my daily interactions?

Gracious and loving God,
You are the One who draws near— who sees us, knows us, and calls us by name.
Open our eyes, we pray, to behold one another as bearers of your image.

Where we have kept our distance, draw us closer.
Where we have overlooked what is unseen, make us attentive.
Where we have forgotten the dignity of another, renew our vision.

Form in us hearts of compassion, minds that seek understanding, and lives shaped by
your mercy.

Teach us to come near as you have come near to us— to see, to understand, and to
love.

And in drawing closer to one another, draw us ever closer to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



The Episcopal Church of St. Thomas the Apostle
Financial Summary Report - 2026

For the Month of February

*Revenue Actual Budget % Change Actual YTD
Pledge Income $29,72032 $32,871.17 -10%

Non Pledged Donation $1,727.06 $500.00 246%

Total Revenus $32,42086  $34,120.50 5%  $7027921
*Expenses

Total Office Expense $1,08392 $1,500.01 -28%

Total Worshlp Expanss $1,564.89 $333.33 366%

Total Parish Life . $1,494.68 $897.66 67%

Tote! Bulldings & Grounds $1,905.18  $4,383.33 -57%

Total Utilittes $3,064.19 $3,740.00 -18%

Total Qufreach $3,02544 $3,894.58 -24%

Total Expenses $31,869.72 $3549165 “10% $63,1 80;44
Net Total $551.14 $7,098.77
Noteworthy Items

>Laura moved $21k+ fo prepald pledges. By doing this, YTD Actual remalned above YTD Budgst,

>Worship Expense (Organ/Plano 5125) Is significantly higher duse fo ohgolng charges related to refinements for the "new” organ. All
axpenses related to this activity will be moved to Knight/Flake upon completion.

>Parish Life Includes $850 catering charge for Bishop Price Reception.

>Auditprep has begun and Tom Files has agreed to be the Chair of the Audlt Commites.

*Not an all inclusive list.



The Episcopal Church of St. Thomas the Apostle
Balance Sheet

As of: Feb 28th 2026

Assets
Current Assets
Cash
1013 Inwood National Bank
1014 Inwood Bank-Operating
1015 Inwood Nat'l Bank-RMF
Total Cash

Total Current Assets

Investments
1045 Episcopal Foundation of Dallas
1050 Fidelity

Total Investments

Prepaid Expenses
1095 Prepald Expenses

Total Prepaid Expenses

Total Assets
Liabllities & Net Assets
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable
2399 income/Expense Clearing
Total Accounts Payable

Total Current Liabilities
Deferred Revenue
2405 Prepaid Pledges

Total Deferred Revenue
Total Liabiiities
Net Assets
Fund Balance
3000 General Fund

Total Fund Balance
Temp Restricted-Church Designated
3005 Spec svc Flowers/Music
3010 Reserve Fund
3020 Mission Outreach
3030 Rector's Speaker Fund
3040 Rector's Ministry Fund
3060 Memorial Fund
Total Temp Restricted-Church Designated
Perm Restricted
3050 Capital Improvement
3070 Columbarium Fund
3090 Endowment Fund
3091 Knight-Flake Organ/Garden Fund
3093 Ewing House
Total Perm Restricted
Temp Restricted-Accum Surplus
8998 Investments Mark To Mkt

Printed on March 13, 2026 at 08:10pm

234,803.26
52,913.73
5,891.27

293,608.26
293,608.26

432,719.81
117,000.16

549,719.97

5,283.94
5,283.94

$848,612.17

2,308.59
2,308.59
2,308.59

66,730.80
66,730.80
69,039.39

(23,668.98)
(23,668.98)

654.12
18,735.11
2,169.25
3,996.90
8,051.75
245,754.60

279,361.73

25,000.00
3,905.67
284,042.95
40,022.93
(713.40)

352,258.15

171,621.88



|

|
Total Temp Restrlcted-Accurp Surplus 171,621.88
Total Net Assets 3 779,572.78

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $848,612.17

|
|

Printed on March 13, 2026 at 08:10pm



The Episcopal Church of St. Thomas the Apostle
Income Statement

Date Range: Feb 1st 2026 - Feb 28th 2026

Accounts

Revenues

General Receipts
4000 Pledge Income
4010 Plate Income
4012 Non pledged donations
4092 Easter
4093 Christmas Day

Total General Receipts
Other Income

4030 Interest Income
4040 Other Income

Total Other Income

Misc Income
4020 Building Use

Total Misc Income
Total Revenues

Expenses
Personnel Expenses
5000 Rector-Stipend & taxes
5002 Rector-Pension
5003 Rector- Benefits
5004 Rector- Travel & Telephone
5006 Rector-Continuing Ed
5009 Rector-Miscellaneous
5020 Supply Clergy
5030 Parish Admin
5035 Qrganist
5037 Supply Musician
5039 Payroll Taxes
5040 Lay Staff-Pension
5041 Lay Staff- Continuing Ed
5042 Audio Visual Svcs
5105 Managing Financial Reports

Total Personnel Expenses

Office Expense
5100 Office Supplies & Paper
5102 Office Equipment Maint
5103 License, Membrshp, Subscription
5104 Technology
5106 Postage
5107 Bank & Paychex Charges
5108 Credit Card Donation fees
5109 Miscellaneous

Total Office Expense
Insurance

5110 Property & Liability Ins
Total Insurance
Worship Expense

5120 Altar Supplies

5125 Organ/Piano

5127 Choir Music Supplies

Total Worship Expense

Printed on March 13, 2026 at 08:08pm

Feb 2026

29,720.32
22400
1,727.06
0.00

0.00

31,671.38

44948
0.00

44948

300.00
300700
$32,420.86

17,378.42

30920
298.75
189.53
65.99
44.95
16.20
159.30
0.00

1,083.92

2,363.00
2,363.00

42989
1,125.00
0.00

1,554.89

FebBudget Actual YTD

32,871,17
208.33
500.00

0.00
0.00

33,579.50

416.67
833

42500

12500
125.00

$34,129.50

8,750.00
1,575.00
1,378.33
166.67
83.33
83.33
66.67
2,250.00
2,158.33
83.33
359.58
202.50
125.00
291.67
700.00

18273.74

291.67
375.00
312.50
104.17
100.00

41.67
250.00

25.00

1,500.01

237500
237500

208.33
83.33
41.67

333.33

66,286.65
311.00
2,405.06
0.00

0.00

69,002.71

962.04
0.00

962.04

31446
31446

$70279.21

17,500.00
3,075.00
2,896.96

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
4,207.50
4,291.66
0.00
68843
378.68
0.00
500.00
1,400.00

34,938.23

51101
804.50
772.61
65.99
44.95
145.51
102357
0.00

3,368.14

4,726.00
4,726.00

429.89
1,525.00
0.00

1,954.89

Budget YTD

65,742.34
416.66
1,000.00
0.00

0.00

67,159.00

833.34
16.66

850.00

250.00
250.00

$ ms9.w

17,500.00
3,150.00
2,756.66

333.34
166.66
166.66
133.34
4,500.00
4,316.66
166.66
71916
405.00
25000
583.34
1,400.00

36,547.48

583.34
750.00
625.00
208.34
200.00
83.34
500.00
50.00
3,000.02

4,750,00
4,750.00

41666
166.66
83.34

666.66

Annual Budget

394,454.00
2,500.00
6,000.00

500.00
500.00

403,954.00

5,000.00
100.00

5,100.00

1,500.00
1,500.00

$410,554.00

105,000.00
18,900.00
16,540.00

2,0600.00
1,000.00
1,000.00
800.00
27,000.00
25,900.00
1,000.00
4,315.00
2,430.00
1,500.00
3,500.00
8,500.00

219,385.00

3,500.00
4,500.00
3,750.00
1,250.00
1,200.00

500.00
3,000.00

300.00

18,000.00

28,500.00
28,500.00

2,500.00
1,000.00
500.00

4,000.00



Accounts Feb2026 FebBudget ActualYTD BudgetYTD  Annual Budget

Parish Life Exp
5130 Convention 0.00 37.50 0.00 75.00 450,00
5131 Christian Education 16.00 41.67 16.00 83.34 500.00
5132 EPN Membership Dues 500,00 0.00 500.00 750.00 750.00
5133 Vestry Retfreat/Other 000 183.33 0.00 366.66 2,200.00
5134 EPN Conference 0.00 250.00 0.00 500.00 3,000.00
5136 Hospitality/Social 978.68 358.33 978.68 716.66 4,300.00
5138 Choir Dinner 0.00 20.83 0.00 41.66 250.00
Total Parish Life Exp 1,494.68 891.66 1,494.68 2,533.32 11,450.00
Buildings & Grounds
5140 Custodial Supplies 75.00 58.33 119.72 116.66 700.00
5144 Capital Improvement Exp 0.00 416.67 0.00 833.34 5,000.00
5145 Maint-Bldgs & Equipment 0.00 958.33 825.00 1,916.66 11,500.00
5147 Janitorial Service 874.18 1,083.33 1,722.90 2,166.66 13,000.00
5148 Maint-Grounds 860.00 1,666.67 2,110.00 3,333.34 20,000.00
5149 Pest Control 96.00 200.00 192.00 400.00 2,400.00
Total Buildings & Grounds 1,905.18 4,383.33 4,969.62 8,766.66 52,600.00
Utilities
5150 Telephone & internet 353.87 416,67 707.74 833.34 5,000.00
5152 Electricity 411.63 216.67 1,012.32 1,833.34 11,000.00
5154 Water & Sewer 6525 295.99 416.67 594.15 833.34 5,000.00
5155 Water- 6529 1,202.55 833.33 1,826.94 1,666.66 10,000.00
5156 Natural Gas 220.68 208.33 406.96 416.66 2,500.00
5158 Safety, Security, & Fire Alarms 197.06 583.33 469.12 1,166.66 7,000.00
5159 Waste services 38241 365.00 74943 730.00 4,380.00
Total Utilities 3,064.19 3,740.00 5,766.66 7,480.00 44,880.00
Outreach
5162 Advertising/Welcoming 280.86 166.67 300.56 333.34 2,000.00
5164 Social Media/Web 0.00 333.33 0.00 666.66 4,000.00
5165 Diocesan Assessment 2,744.58 2,744.58 5,489.16 5,489.16 32,935.00
5171 Invite, Welcome, Connect 0.00 108.33 0.00 216.66 1,300.00
5172 Pride 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,500.00
5175 NDSM 0.00 125.00 0.00 250.00 1,500.00
5176 Ewing House 0.00 100.00 0.00 200.00 1,200.00
5180 Outreach Grants 0.00 416.67 172.50 833.34 5,000,00
Total Outreach 3,025.44 3,994.58 5,962.22 7,989.16 49,435.00
Total Expenses $31,869.72 $35491.65 $63,18044 $71,733.30 $428,250.00
Net Total $551.14 ($1,36215) $7,09877 ($347430) ($17,696.00)

Printed on March 13, 2026 at 08:08pm



The Episcopal Church of St. Thomas the Apostle
Special Funds

Date Range: Feb 1st 2026 - Feb 28th 2026

Accounts

Restricted Net Assets

Temp Restricted-Church Designated
01-3005 Spec svc Flowers/Music
01-3010 Reserve Fund
01-3020 Mission Outreach
01-3030 Rector's Speaker Fund
01-3040 Rector's Ministry Fund
01-3060 Memorial Fund

Total Temp Restricted-Church Designated

Perm Restricted
01-3050 Capital Improvement
01-3070 Columbarium Fund
01-3090 Endowment Fund
01-3091 Knight-Flake Organ/Garden Fund
01-3093 Ewing House

Total Perm Restricted

Temp Restricted-Accum Surplus
01-8998 Investments Mark To Mkt

Total Temp Restricted-Accum Surplus
Total Restricted Net Assets

Printed on March 09, 2026 at 11:09am

Beginning Balance Income

656.12 175.00

18,735.11 0.00
2,169.25 0.00
3,996.90 0.00
7,667.75 384.00
245,754.60 0.00
278,979.73 559.00
25,000.00 0.00
3,555.67 350.00
284,042.95 0.00
40,022.93 0.00
(713.40) 0.00

351,908.15 350.00

164,22272  7,569.62
16422272 7569.62
$795,110.60 $8,478,62

Expense

177.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

177.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

0.00

17046

17046

$347.46

Ending Balance

654.12
18,735.11
2,169.25
3,996.90
8,051.75
245,754.60

279,361.73

25,000.00
3,905.67
284,042.95
40,022.93
(713.40)

352,258.15

171,621.88
171,621.88
$803,241.76



Saint Thomas the Apostle Attendance Report
Visitor List for February 2026

Last Name First Name 2/1 218 215 218 2/22
Denise ¥
Etic X
Jonathan
Maggie X
Matt X

Branks Scotty

Brown Victoria X

Brumfield Christopher

Chappell Jackson X

Collins Autumn X

Collins Michael X

Crabb Deb X

Furley Patrick

Hill Barry X

ldeker JP X

lsom David X

Jackson Grace X

Kyle Tom X

Lang Elizabeth X

McKinney Baylee X

McKinney Daniel X

Omlor John X

Schmidt Theresa X

Smith-Kunzmich Geneva X

Stock Brian X

Sullivan Dan X

Zackey James X

2/1 2/8 2/15 2/18 2/22

Members / Reg Attendance 46 56 53 49 55

Visitors D 8 4 6 3

Total From Pew Books 51 64 BT 55 60

Usher Count: 8:00 a.m. 9 11 6 16 10

Usher Count: 10:30 a.m. 46 64 b7 45 54

Total Usher Count 55 D 63 61 64
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